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THE CANALS.
An Unveiling of the Myst:ery and the

Manipulations of Fraud.

Advent of the Hour and the
Man.

Governor Tilden’s Assault Intended To
Be Effective.

AN ANALYSIS OF THE WORK.

The Legislative Investiga-
tion a Sham.

CANAL CONTRACTS RESCINDED.

ALBANY, ADril 8, 1875,

Sovernor Tilden's assault upon toe Canal Ring,
1 1t did not come without warning, had all the
effect of o bombsbed suddenly hurled iuto the
eamp of his Triends.
purpose occasionea derislon rather than fesr, snd
#0o when the shock came the consteroation was
overwhelming and complete. Frauds on the
eanals are coeval With the canuls themselves, aud
the gysrem of iraudulent contracts by unbalanced
bids Is & growth, rather than the deiiberately
formed plun of & ring. The law said thet work on
the canals wes to be let to the lowest bidder,
gDd =0 the contriact was given to the person
whose bid 1u the aggregate wad the lowest. It
will thos be scen that at ¢he very outses skill in
bidding became an are, lo which every contractor
was juatified in usiog bis own acuteness Lo make
money, The state furnished a basis or the bid-
ding, not for the beneflt of Lbe contractor, but for
the protection of the people. This basws, though
prepared Ly an angineer, could as best be only &
gueds, ‘Che contractor understood and the State
Insisted that wWhatever Wis necessary to come
plete the work must be dJdone at the price
pamed 1n the oid, Thus If & contractor under-
ook to do o thoasand yards of rock excavation at
» ridicolously small price, and 10,000 yurds were
required to Le done, he was bound to do the whole
at nis own pries, He might be roined in this way,
tut at the spame timeil he knew better than the
engineer the kind and character of the work that
would be required, ne might so mould bis bid &s to
make o fortune. lhe contract necessarily lncluded
peveral kinds of work, as earth and rock excava-
1ion and verteal and slope wall, besides the kinde
of lumper to be [urnisbed. The estimate of the
engineer was intended as & mere basis for the bla-
ding, and the letting was made to the perscn
whose bid was the lowest in the aggregate. Uat
of this gyatem sprung what are known as ‘uon-
palanced bids,” and this porase 1o (aro ¢onveys
the toll signifleance of *camal frauds.” Taking
these estimates a8 the loundation jor the bidding,
with the requirements as to quantity aba price, it
was imp lor an b I bidder to obtaln &
eontract at ali, and it was not long untll bhonest
eontractors rejused to contend with the sbarpers
nursed by the system, and the Canal BEing obtained
the complete mastery of the State.

HOW CANAL CONTRACTS WERE LET.

It will thos be seen that thie whole system was
in itself a Jraud; but Ifear I have not yot made 1t
plain whereln it 18 necessarily traudulent. This
it 18 diMcnlt to do in & few words, while an elab-
orate explanation would oniy make the mystery
more profonnd, Somebody bas defned protaction
a8 the robbery of all lor the benefiof s jew. S0l
wounla define canal frauds a8 an agreemens to do
work that woold not be required to be done at an
absurdly low price apd work that would be re-
guired 10 great guantities or amounts At &
wickedly hagh rate. ‘Two polnts are to be com-
sidered by the contracier—io tid low enough to
ebialn the contract and yet make money. It 18
the agaregate of a bid that determines the firss of
these guestions, and the appllcation of the edtls
mate to the resl work will determine the sec-
ond. If tbe contractor has s beiter knowledge or
the requiremenis of the contract than the en-
gineer—thut I8, It he knows to a nicer degres the
quantity of work of each kind to be dope—ne can
searcely fall to bla low enough to get the
oontract and Meece the Suate. DBeing sure
shere s little or mo Trock eXcavation o
be doce or that mo vertieal wall will be
required be may uusdertake both at a nominal
price whbile puiting earth excavation and slope
wall, of which be will be required Lo do s great
deal, at very high figures. Ib Jdoing tois be 18 not
pecessarily dishonest, though tue contracs 1s itsell
& Irand, Neitber 13 the engineor necessarily in
poilusion with the csniractor, taough bis estimate
is the fouudation of the frand. The disesss is In
toe system, lor these so-called unbalaneced bids
Are indeed w0 artiuily balanced that the
gontractor generally obtaipe tbree or four
times the amount of hin bLid for the work actually
gome. While the system lsats he 18 not much to
biame lor balancing the different Kinds of work
the engineer says are to be done so njcely as to
make bis the jowest Lid; and as the State makes
the contraet an open oDe, It is DOE 1N buman na-
tare to refuse to take advautage of it. The cure
would be 1o letuing out the different Linds of work
to different contractors—as rock exeavation to
one and earth excavation to another, vertical
wall to one and slope wall to anotbher—at a Oxed
price. As [t (s Jet in the lump to one
contrucior At  disproportionate prices, re-
gara being had only to the aggregats
®f the bid while the contract itsell I8 an
open and dexible one, iraud, in fact, 18 fuevitable,
though there muy be po fruud in the performance
of the contract according to the terms of the

sgresment. Coilusion with tbe engineers may

previousiy have emrered into it aud false meas-
urementis may subsequently intensily the wrong,
but peitner of these |18 necedsary 1o the frand, and

the worst coutracts yet exhibited may be ex-

plained without eitber of these elementa being
found to enter loto them. Tho great wrong Is in
the sysiem of bidaiog, and the bids have been
made In this way Irom *he earliest days of canal
euterprise, As I sald belore, canaliraocds bave
been & growen, and the Cunal Ring forma a part
ol that wrowth as nasurally as the dower becomen
& part of the plant, We may see “rand” written
i over the canal management of toe State with-
out belng able to Lring sba#ciute crime home (o
aoybody, whether contractor, enginesr or ofcial,
#od ik ls certain we shall uever Lo mbie to care

the evil while unbalapced widding, or, in other
words, lovest Dids, put ® promiuct Upon Acute
Alsnuneaty and compel CONITACLOTA to De rogaes.
THE ORIGIN OF GUVERNOR TILUEN'S EXPOSUMES.
It 1 irequently said by the apologists of the
Canal log toat canal irauds, and the eXposure of
eapal Irnude, ar2 nothing new, Tiis 18 true, and
16 baw b grester slgnifionuce LBAN At Arst apuears.
Tha newspapers Dave takan Up the subject irom

time to Lo st Iroqaent iutervals darlog the lans |

WWenty years, sod that the mansgemeat of the
CADALS Was cUrTUDE has been geunersily accepted
% a0 essabilaned fact. The whole guestion waa
\he suojeot ol B loog wnd rarnest discussion o the
Jonstititional Conveution of 1867, and Lhe neces-
sty Ul Telorm Was defaunsirated A& ciearly then
As it 13 now by Goveraur Thden, Ever since ile
days ol Gevernor Fish any executive of the Stale
wight have doue what Tiden has acoomblisned
oy his coup d'cial, Il Dgures which prove the
iTiddalent chardcler of  tbe canal  eystem
Nuve been lylog o the Aunditor's ofce lor
jears, waitiug  the advemt of soiue aritn-
metly man who would give them wilslity,
Yhis  could not be doba, however, excenc
1Y AU eXCeptivbal AU eXceplivnatiy pluced.

SUBYREe wba Mirength sud high position were sil |

eguiced [or (A gecotupiishment, Goveraur 11
den Ghmeell told me that 1 anengitesr thorourhiy
LOnVersalt With the while subjec
Wilh Huures and arguments, find ubneriakes 'ne
fask e would nave Ue'n completely overborne
Ll pewten. indeed, Lhal ¢leas 00 Men, either Do
SAUEE HIOIr 20Ul slekoned At Bhe corvupilon they
wire cojnpeiied to wWitness, or because the Hin
e ie8d oo o kilure o tho spolls, ave 8l .wl:;
Bewn trymg o0 make Home howl with Lhe #tor

I d it was 9% 10 Thaen 10 weke eeotive.
Wil everruoay hoaw that the Wieis ocansl
FYAVeRD W ik homey-oumben with cerrupiion | uu!
bl LUDN RO Ward ROBOMIARAY IraMaulsul] tha

The snnouncement of RIS |

dnu armed |

State ofMeers were enriching themselves at the
expense Of the people: that the engipeers who
prepared the estimates upon which tae pids were
made were lu coliusion wiih the vidders, and thst
{alie Mepgurements supplemented Iranduient es-
timetes pobody dared thundertake the exposure ol
S0 much wrong. As io every case of this Kind, 1t
Wils DocEsSBATY to wall tor the tupe and the man,
Frequent aftempts and Ireqoent faliures proved
this; but wheo the time came and the man ar-
nived the secumphishient of the wWork wus comm
puratively easy, Ten years of corraplion and
extravagunce had wearied the peopie with their
excesses, WOd 10 1871 the regetion sst 10 Against

nbio vice, wis seon ol lust Io s trne lght by vie-
tuousd persons, Tweed fell from power, and,
thobgh 10 the very lace and o deflapoe of his
crimes ne was eleoted 1o the Senate one year, he
Was 2ent 1o the emitontiary the pext, A revolu-
tlon ned been sceomplsnen, aud the person most
aotive 1o accomplisiing it was Samnel J, Tliien,
Let thoss aeny hum the credit of this ucllevement
who may, tho [act has the joree of Dlstory, wuda
this, together with the peastion sgainst the cur-
ruptiouists, eiscied bim Governor in 1874, Nator.
ally active aud earpest, as well as scute nnd
Bmultlons, e saw Lhe Ude that was bearing bim
on to foriune, and so he resolved to role the
waves, instead of belog mercly carried by vhem,
Mure capable than King vanute, hie net only com-
mopded but wos obeyed. ‘The eclreumstance
wiich led tu bis wcuion was, B8 sucD Circnm#talices
are upt to be, wsignificunt. Youug Horatio Ssy.
woor, kpephew of bis distnguisned uncle, wius 4
division cugineer, He had entered uvpon 'he
WOrk contrary tu his uncle’s wishea, nut, ke s
uncie, he was honest, and meant to «o his work
nonestly. It was uoulong, however, uuitl he was
poitely requesterd 1o certily 1o some 1alse measuro-
ments by sume of the wembers of tne Canal Riug.
This e reimsed to do, und then the Riog tried to
get him out of his pluce, o that 1y might be given
10 & more humble wud obedient servant o the
contractors, He not valy deciined 10 be Kicked
out, but the one Horduw appeuled to the other,
aund the creat Horatlo told the uvrave and hLoid
Triden all wbout iv. 1t wus necessary to Tilleu's
wmbition thut sometbing of tols Kind shoold turn
up. Hels vold. He HKes polilleal wuriare, He
bug au ides, and sometimeds expresses it, thas
4 Goverunor ought 10 ou  something wore
tban 4  dried mummy at  the Caplial
He wonid not have toe sughtest objection to bo-
coming President of the United Stutes. The road
w tne Wnite Hyuse conid oniy be cieared by Wmak-
1ng & stocut and mManly War against corraption. He
resolved to pegin with the Canal Hl.n?'. He has
made 1, and made 1t effectually; but | have nis
own worid for it thet the idea vl bis eXposure
oryginated with young tHoratio Heymour's expers
ence with the canul CONITRCIOTE,
THE PREPARATIONS FOR INVESTIGATION,

Governor Tildeu never goes tlungs by halves.
Having resolved to assuult the Jaunl Ring e pre.
pared 1o asault it efectively, The contracts upon
wilch The attack must be based wers o the Audl-
tor's ofoe, bus they Wore u mass of figures, ine
compreienusible to the ordinary mind, Al expert
W8 required to Bnrave: thew, so 48 to make them
uselul ¢ven to the Governor, woo is himsell no
mean aritnmetician, This tusk wed ooderiaken
by Mr. Dayis, s democratic wember of the As-
semuly from Wushingoon connty, Davis was thor-
oughly conversanl with the canils and eanal man-
BEEMeNnt e Was & promioent witiess m she 1ns
peuschment trisl of Cuoal Commissioner Dorn in
1568, and hig tesiimony wid traversed and he was
rutier severely traduced by tos friends of the
Hing at toac time. He owed them o goouwill in
consequence end resolved to study Lheir mis.
dolngs unto thelr undoing.  When Tiden resoived
tu milke war on the Ring Duavis became big Urst
leutenant, and he it was who enabled the Govers
nor to apply the four rales of anthmee 1o e
cunal ¢oniracts with so much vigor and effect.
Tne frst broadside went through the thn de-
fences of the Ring ltke the sbotted guns ol o
Yankoe frigate Lrougit Lo bear upon the callco
forts of the Corea, Its full affect was not itnme.
diately appurent, and while the smwoke was clear-
ing awany the eXeccaiivns of the enemy were ter-
rible, Sénator Lo:d Was 40 eXasperated tDat he
wasd betrayed into tulking whab ue felt to a
Hn;w‘ reporter—an lndiscretion on hHis part
tnat next to loconceivable.  Mr. Al
vord wes full of wruth auu fury. Speaker
McGulre was “out of bid head,” apd he pubicly
aud privately took lssue with the Goveruor,
toerchy destroying s owo poiltical prospects in
u week, The Assembly wus ready to stand by the
Speaker, though compelied to sustsin the Gove
eruor aiso, But when the skies cleured 1t was
jound the Governor bad ygaloed 4 complete vig-
tory. His preparations bad neen masterly and
the enemy Was utteriy destroyed. Tioen had
demanded s columission to lnvestigate the cCharges
contaloed 1n s Message, and, immediately upon
the egect of bis assaule velng discerned, the
ineods of the wosl Ring became the loudest nd-
vocales of Invesugation.  Speaker MeGuoire
aeclirea he wouid esteam It a8 8 murs of want of
coufldence In him unleds e was allowed Lo name
an nvestigating committee. Jarvia Lord wantea
1o 1quire Into everytiing and everyboay, Even
the Canal Board, so jong \nsensible Lo the wrongs
fuflicted upon tne State, Woke up 10 Lhe Decessiiy
ol dolng something. A strange spirit had seized
upon the statesmen at Albany, and all because
Guvernor Tuden’s propara.ions l" com=elling io-
vestguilon were so compiete,

A GLANCE AT THE MACHINERY.

It18 unuecessary 0 Teview step by step the
somewhat conficting legisiation which brougnt
the present machinery jor lvestigation joto ex-
\stence. ‘I'nere is firgs the Goveroor's COMIMIKSIOD,
upon which the really importan: laquiries will de-
voive, It cousisw of tour Commis#ioners, uom-
inated by the Governor, aud 1n the matter of com-
peiling the atteadunce ol witnesses and requliing
tuem to testily, it 18 clotbed by law with the uu.
thority of a court of Record. Itis empowered o
inguire, not only 1010 the letting of coniracts by
the Cunal Commissioners, bat into the general
manegement ol the Canul Board and the awards
of the Canal Apprassers. The omiy limit ol the n-

back than Fractically 14 I8 a special Grand
Jury, to bold & grand inguest on the parct of the
State upon uil matters touchiog the canals, and 1t
is expected, as the result ol 118 labors, tbac they
wili sned muoeh ligots upon the mysteries which are
penerally desigoated us ‘“‘canal frauwas.” It is
the oniy Hoard whlen it was ihe puarpose of
Governor Tilden’s Message to outaiu trom the
Legisiature aod through it ne expects o attain all
his aims in the purifcation of tbe eanal aystem,
1t 158 the great car of Juggernuwut woich 18 to
crunch the bodies of tbe contriviog contractors
sud corrapt epgineers who have so uffénaed pud-
lic moraliey. It will thus be seea that It 18 not
only the prineipal part of the machinery required
1or the proposed investigation but tnat the uther
(ovealigaling machiles Inudt contribute to its
eflectiveness or becolns utierly ineffective. Toere
wre 0 jewer thal tOree olber commitiees charged
Wwith lnguiring ute caual affairs. Ooe of these s
the Joint commities of the Senuts and Axsemoly
now comstituied alter much dileuity, and re-
quirea to report 'within thirty days It 18 mpos-
#ible that its labors can huve any real siguiticance,
und 1ta appoiounent voly suows tow absurdly a
double i ol otherwise seusible statesmen way
belave. The thiriy duys ailotied ro 1ts task will
expire belore It can even begin tolovestigate, and
then 48 will' be discoarged witiout pre-
tending to have had an  excuse 10r ex-
Imting et  &ll, uoless, judeed, 1t should
crown the wabsurdity eof 1t organizstion
by waking areport. Toen agaln whe S¢oute Com-
mitiee on Canals 18 justructed to make luguiries
Icto tam coarges ot boln euds of ine Erie Canal
which are & LAX Upon tbe traMe of the greas bigh-
wiy ol the State. This invesugation I8 speoimily
mimed st the elevator men 10 Hofwio and the
warebouse men and Froduce Exchange people in
New York, and, thougn & little spiteiul Lo its put-
pose and without any roal reiation to the general
question of canal mindgement, it 18 Noe liKely
thaL Whatever Lght obtaibed will do any barm. [

committee will DOL B VEry IBrgeiy 4O the general
fund of canal lDjormation. Besides thess tie

Dorsheimer, Becrewary ol Sture Willers and Attor.
ney General Prutt 10 exawmiue existlog con-
tracts, wilh & view (0 ascertaining wrongs and
suggesting remedies. [t must be coblessed thas
the purpose tnese geutlemen have lu view 18
practical &% least In
can more lmporiant
nol existing contracis

ulent, W Trecover money

thun . 10 abe
they are (raud-
unjustly drawn

intention, lor notbing |

the rivtoas living wbich began with the war 1o |
1861, Steuling irom the public (réasury, o long |
regurded o8 & trivial, 1t not altogetner commends |

quIrY 18 @& to tiwe, which 1s not to extend further |

am ipclined to think, bowever, thsl Seuator Cole's |

Cunal Board nas appoisted Lisuten.nt Governor |

irom the State Treasury aou to puuish Siaie odis |

c¢ers WwDO lhave been o collusion with puclio
thisves, [t tuen APPours ffoul this hasty gianoe ut
the muehiuesry 1oFr investigation that oniy two of

that G

great oujecis of toe wquiry—the remedy
ture aand restituiion snd punlsbment for

THE WORK TO DE DOKE.

Bote crude Dolion of ihe IMmmensity of the work
to te perlormed by Governur Tilden's comulseion
aud vy the sdvisiog and assstiog commisiee of
the Canal Hourd ma) be (ormed irom woat | bave
already sAld of the nature of the coniracte they ars
to investigate. It ¥ not 1o ve assumed tLA: the

have reckiomsly piaced tuiemseives Lo the power
of the law even uunder tae Civilk hemedies noe
Frand 18 uol always capaoie of prool, even whers
it 1s knuwn to exist, and it will ve found more
dificuit to prove collusion between coutructor
apd euginesr than to demonsirate the iraud it
| seil, lndeed,
collumion even where the comiract is Iranduient
on Ite lece. Lot uw suppose u case. The anginoer
| estimates that 1000 yards of aravel and 10,000
| FArus 0l FoCkK are 1o be excavated svmewbeére i
the lloe of the CRDAl. A, 18 A Qoatrocior and og
| fure to O the FOCK eXCAVALIOND AT & COUE A Yard,
Dut wanis & doilar & yard for the mravel excovas
, tiom. His bia would then stand =
1,00 yards gravel sxcavation......
10,000 yards rock exvavation... .

ably obe
Bonmdt weun weors DiLdin
Agalnat bimy WF DM priced wouid swell Ius o
| much avove $1,000, [t sboulu aiterward iurn
Out that the ehgioeer's eatimdto sloltld nave boen
reversed wod the queatity of rock excavation
ke Lho placc of the gravel exosvatlon the cone
| WERCLF would Do piin as ollows —
10,000 yards uravel excavition Al §1 par yurd. . ... $50,000
b }anl Touk eXcuvation syl utli? |\e¥ yard... ¢ w

| ‘ToMhcrsssorsavis ki g s e rnpebaty Evannike « §I0000
| Buch A case ad this W not beyond the possibili-
| them, and Fei CulSI0u I8 DOY B DACRARATY logres

divut o1 1N Tho oller to do rook exoavation at o
| oous i yard wWiile & Golar o yurd wad wened (or
| gravel would ve Boirawd vl (68 ibce, Bub the by
| HO8F Could nwk O connedted With IL even Wele the

grmiouuts O WOrkK 10 Uy done siterwurda reveried
| WilBoUS SO Proois of aetusl 0NDAOR. b might

thil the cuutracs

the lngquiriug Dodies Lave auy real importaace and |
@80 IONL WOTK togetiver If Lhey wounlid at- |

conirRCLors, Bowever Iranduieut their coniracts, |

It may be lmpossivle to escabliah |

bave been & stopendons blunder on the part of
the eogineer; for, to tell ihe whole truth, every
gnnnl letrinz that s made In the State of New

nrk
SERINAL The eonlirautor or REaInst the Scate. such
A steie of lacts, so remarkavie nng so-exireme,
wolld probably satisly o todividoal man or mosé

& pable to such & clouder 4% tos, gleher |

men, but 1t woula not eontent 2 jury unless sowe |
other estimony was addueed bearing npon (pe |

snme  poink, And  whls 14 guss  the  kind
vl difienlty that Wil emborrass the inves-
tigations of the Oanal Comupdission, ospe-
cdly 1n the direotion of restigution and punsh.
ment, wnile if these cannob be geined the praciesl
Eurr Of the lnquiry will I:olm‘ nutoiag. The work to

¢ doge 12 plwost dliimitaple, both in scope
and purpose, and it will require the hughest avility
to kéup 1t within praciical cuannsls, Every coni-
tragt whowed sioce 18905 will onme up jor eXam-
loution, and all of tuew will Le found to Le 4+
muny-siaed a9 ove of Mr, Beecher's letters. Tohe
oubulunced prices of open coutrscly will be the
BUATTLLE poine 10 esoh cuse, bur wnen the irandu-
leut chaructsr of the agreement las been estab-
lsbed, the investigution, not in one case oniy, Lut
10 4ll Cases, will only have vegan lo ussume -
portance. Froof of coliusion Lelween tue cono-
tructor and the ¢ngineers will be the uexe step in
tue luguiry, wnd 1nis, fo be compiete, must inciude
the refatious of she Cannl Commissioners aud the
Htate offcers who composs the Canul Board to
erch purticular contracs, The awards ol the
cunal nppragsers will have to be inquired into,
under e resolutions, a8 well o« vne lewuings of
the Chnal Commissioners, and thos (8 opencid up
unotner plmost boundless expunsg [or eXploration,
Besides nil tols, corrupt legiaintion irow yeur to

yeur s been ome of the INOST  lWpore
taut elements In the caval lrauds, ana
thia  phase of  the qoestion Wil have to

bLe Inguired nto with ns much tuorougnneas
48 any of the oteers. And, Hoully, as the canul
Irnnns are g4 gErowtl fromn year Lo year, ol whien
the Canal Ring 18 only & pari, aod not an neeis
dental erup, 1t will be lound necessury to go bacg
muon furcher than 1568 to give thereport of toe
commission bistorical compjeteness or even Lo
deauce the philosophy which exglmns the exiit.
encs And growtn ol toat parasits of eangl enter-
g'm\n wo call by the name of the Canul King. It

1l thus Le seen that if Goyeroor ‘Tldens julends
fighting 1t vut on tne line Le uas chosen it will
not only take all snmmer, cut require us much
tlme w8 Graat required to go rom Spollsylvania
to AppumattoX,

TN LEGISLATIVE INVESTIGATIONS,

There cun Le no douot that the proposed legisla.
tive luvesugutions are intended 1o cover up tue
Irauds. Hoth Inquiries—tnat ino the hands ol the
Jolut commities of the two Douses and thiko coln-
mitted to the Sonate Commitiee on Uanals—
originated with he imeods of the Caval Ring or
wiih the Hing 1sell. Heside, votn commitiees are
in the charge of Seautor Cole s siatesiuay wiho
has pever shown an implacavle hostility Lo the
Canal Hing, though constantly Lo the way of feeling
the blandishments of that poweriul orgsiization,
1S colleagues Irom the Senate o the joink coml-
loittee, Jacous and Booth, are Loth men of ¢har-
acter and abilty, and the three mewmbers on the
pure of the Assembly, Messrs, Faulkner, sherman
and Sew.rd, ure ail respectavie and Wortny gen-
slemen, if pot Nrse cluss detectives, ‘Lhey are to
find vut sil about cansl management o woirey
days—i WUrk that wili reqiire s YOAr BT tho yvery
least—und Senntor Uole 18 also churged witn gxe
posing the Irauds upon Stippers perpetrated by
Lroue §ocieses and other urganizations which are
nlaX upon the trafe ol our Grifcisl wiaierways.
They ¢l U0 DOtLING Whatever thal they were vse
tensioly uppointed to do, and I do not think they
wilil serlousty attempt 1o do sanytbing. Taeir ap-
polptment i & [aree played to toe end, betaiuse
SBenator Lord lost his  temper and Speaker
MoGuire his head when Goveruor Tiden sproog
nis war on the Caosl Ring upob thew, ‘Toey
mule 4 mistake 80 grievous shut shelr commities
woiid not dare whitewusn the Rung, even 1l it uad
A Wish Lo 10 50, ald bence probauviy sprang tue
fact that 1t was 80 constitnted that it coula nave
DO sUCh desire. Solaras the legsiative 1nvestl-

wLIONs nre copeerned awppearances wil ve saved

¥ very lictle beiny attempted.
GOVERNOR TILDEN AND THE CANAL FRAUDE

There need begno Jear thnt Guvernor Tilaen
will combat the canul irauds 1o the jarure o
he his compatted them in toe past,  His repu-
pation depends upon his MARINE No compromised
10 this watker. There hus Leen & conjecturs that
ne would be disposed to et up easlly on the iranu-
uleut contracturs U Lhey ullowed mm to.nuve s
oWn Way, but 1t musl not be forgotien That he 15 o
man in whowm thers 18 no “let vp."” He has put
Nis haud o tne plough and will not look back, buc
he llkes 4 hitue dramatio effect, ana is hkely tw

mike & good deal ol noise over the irauus de- |
The long lnge of |
canil Tafcaity Las got a torming ab inet, aod |
Tilden cannot lorget that he was the man who |

veloped by the vestlgaton,

first brought the members of the King to their
knees. Huviug gottuem in thai antciwnde he will
keep them toere, both for repentancs and puo-
ishment, and as their downful belys him to tne
Presidency, 1t will be ail the more glorlous for
Samuoel J. Tuden,
THE SENATE CONFIRMATION,

The Senate to-day coudrmed the Governor's

nomination ol the tollowing lour gentlemen as

| Comuussloners lor the invesugation of the cabal

truuas;—Jonn Bige
E:n:, ol Ugdensborg; Alexanaer L. Orr, o) Brooks
nhlnd Jonn b, Van Bureu, Jr., of New Yors.

There 15 4 prevauling lmpression that the lnvestls
ﬁluon Wil be & disappointment fo tue general pub-

¢. Unszer tue U1vil Remedies olil, recently pussed,
the Attorney General has ouvtained smple power
to search all irnude. Tuls cominlasion Is intended
to provide him witn evidence ior tie civil swits.

RESCINDED CONTRACTS,

The loliowing contracts, let March 17, have just
been rescinded oy the Board of canal Commisston-
©rs, ot the ground toat, being velow toe engloeer'a
estimate, 1L wus not ble for the contractors
%0 do the work .t tue amount ol thelr DIds i—

For construeting a vertical wali lu Home from
James siree:, east, over the Black River vanal,
Engwoeer’s estimate, $3,000.
to Tnomas L. Hopking, of Syracuse, at §1,176.

For & Wrought Iron bridge a. Mawbaw street,
Utica. Engineer's estimate. $4500.  Cootract
awarded to M. A. Naso, of Fort Edward, at §1,400,

For a vertical wall at the Agricultural Works,
Scunenectady. Eagueer's estimate, gg.um Lon.
truct awarded to James Lewis, at $1,080 70,

For a vertieal wall Letween kannwl and Cole-
man's Locks, Gleon's Falls Peader, Engineer’s es-
tinate, $2,900, Coptract awarded to vaniel
Candee, of Syracuse, at $705.

For o vertical wall at Brown's Br!dll. Glenn's
Falis Feeder. Engioeer's veétimate, $1,200. Con-
truct awarded o Danlel Candee, of Syracuse, at

$718 30,
ACTION OF THE HOUSE.

ll'“ the evening seasiol of the Assembly to-night

T
cannl reforus bill Introduced by Mr. Divis, of
Washingiou couaty, rl:h smendunents embraging
the recommenuations contawned 1n the Goveraor's
Message.
tendent, Lo tnke efect on the 185 of Junuary neXxs ;
provides for the Rppointment o! three paymasiers,
one lor escu division
posals, Lot allows ':le vanuai Board n
cases uf necessity to extend or lacrenss coniracts
10 toe eXtent ol ten per cent of t4o Amount of the

iow, of New York; Daoiel Ma-

onsrac W, |
b Awardea | oooographer and an astronomer to the Biack Hills

THE RING SUITS.

TWEED'S BEAL ESTATE ATTACHED—THOE PROP-

ELTY AFFECTED.

The following notlce ol wcilon was fled against
Willlam M. T'weed yesterday in the oflice of tbe
County Clerk, Willlam Walsh, The list ol property
embraces everytiing known to be ln the possesdion
of Tweed at tue time of the exposurs snd which
e passsd o the bauds of otuer parties.

SryakMe Couny—~Olty aud  County af New
Fork.—ine Peopis of the Htate o New Yors
aguipst Willam M, Tweed and tpe Mayor, Alder-
men and Commonnity of the city of New York,

Nottoe (s bereoy given thut un aciion bas been

| commsneed i PNiE Court upon & complaing of the

Above paed plaiotu’s speiust the wbove named
defendadis lor wronginly ouisining and receiving
money 4nd property belongiog o the vounty of
New York and jor wrooginlly converting such
mopey and property wiiile houding « public ooioe,
o whilen action the plunuds demaund judgment
therewuon for the sum Of $4,108,067 &5, and that a
WArrsiit of attachwent order, title 7, part 2 or
Code ol Procedurs, was, on the 6th day of Avrl,
1573, duly 1ssued in Luls sctlon aguinst the delend-
ant, Wiliism M, Tweed, by this cours, and directed
to the Snerll of the couunty of New York and de«
livered ww him for execuartion, Whereby the follow-
tog real property s intended o Le afected:—

Duane strect, north side, 100 feet east of Broad-
Wiy, 126X 76X 100X 26X 20X 50,

Kiogsoridge road, west side, about 113 acres,
Fort Washipgion,

Kilngsbridge road, adjoining abuve, 1lacres, Fort
Wasniugton.

Proadway, portheast corner of Twenty-first
streat, 102,6xX123,11%08.9x96.9.

Ninth street, north side, 100 feet west of Third
avenuas, THx0

Ninth street, seuih side, 520 fees west of Second
avenue, 21x75,

Tweuniy-roird sireet, south side, 260 feet easi of
Fourth avenue, 25 x95.9,

Twenty-lourth strees, north side, 260 feet west

| of Third avenue, 44xus, 9,

Forueth sireet, south side, 150 foet east of Madi-
son avenue, 20x08.9.

Filty-uinth street, northwest corner of Grand
cirole, Tuns west $L3X purth 75.5X eust 25X south
26X ewst 17.7 10 Grana eirele X soutDwess, 6L32 to
beglnning,

Flity-elehth streat, sourn =lde, 376 leet west of
Ninth avenue, 50x1015,

Fifty-seventh street, north side, 275 fees west of
Ninth avenue, 1001005,

Forty-second strces, south side, 125 teet west of
Eignth avenue, 26X95.9,

Sixty-third stroet, north side, 126 feet west of
Eignih avenue, 125x100,5

meventy-fuurth street, south side, 200 feet east
of Eleventh uvenne, 25x148X15.0x153,

Seveniy-lourtn street, south siae, 350 feat east of
Elgveuto avenne, 50x140.6x50,1x 142,11,

phty-lourth strees, soutl side, 175 feet eant of
Ninth avenue, 258X 1; block.

Eighty-third ‘stroet, norin slde, 175 feet sast of
Nioth avenue, 250 3 block,

1usth street and 106th street, Boulevard and Old
Bloomingdaie road, the entire block.

litn etreet, south side, W00 1eet wost Fourth
avenue, 40x99.1.

Tuird avenue, southeast corner Sixty-third
stroet, H0.5X106,

Fuourtn avenue and Madison avenus, Sixty-
elghin to Sixty-ninth strees, block.

Fourrh aveous and Madison avenne, Sixty-ninth
to sevenueth sireet, block.

Fourth avenue, southwest corner 120ih street,
00,11 x100,

Fourth avenus, southeast corner 105th street,
100115530,

Plith avenue, gsouth side, 82 fees 2 inchesg norsh
of Euygnty=lourtn atreet, 20x125,

Eipbith avenoe, northwest corner of Fifty-eighth
Birees, Tuns weat 200 leet X north 100.6 feet X east
25 jeel X norin 100.5 feet to Futy-ninth s:reet x
eest 14.10 1eet to Grand cirele x south east Thircy-
third street, 53.2 jeet X svnoto 68.10 To centre of
bloock X east Fur:‘y-u!m to west slde Grand circle
X south-enRt 1245 to weat side of Eightn avenue x
sOuth 40,8 et

Etgeth  avenue, west mde, 1255 feet south of
Seventy-firet street, 253100 eet,

Eigoth avenue, west alde, 50 feet south of 115th
street 505 Jeet X 100,

‘Fiith avenne, coat side, 82,2 feet north of Eighty-
fourtn streek, 20X125 feet,

Firth avenue, soutbeast cormer of Forty-third
street, 02,11x123 leer.

Forty-tnird streer, south aide, 123 feet east of
Fiitn avenoe, L0X100.5 ieet, .

Fiiteenth street, north sige, 370 feet east of
Saventh avenue 20x108.3 feer,

Oliver stree:, eust side, 55 (eet morth of South
Btrect 40X50 jeet.

AMercer gireet, east side, 25 feet south of Bleacker

stroet, 105x85x15x 252100,

Attorney Gener mzluu?lll'n fﬁﬁ"
ne oud's .
DATED New YoRE, April 8, 1876 .

WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON DESPATCHES.

WasHINGTOX, April 8, 1875,
THE BLACK IILLS PROBLEM—TIE GEOLOGICAL
EXPEDITION TO DE ATTENDED BY AN ASTRO-
NOMER AND A TOPOGBAPHER—SIOUX CHIEFS
EXPECTID IN WASHINGTON.
The Secretary of the Interior has to-day author-
fzed the Commissioner'of Indian Affalrs to add a

| geological expedition. Tois action I8 based

| Huls.  Mr,

trom the Csoal Commitie reportéa the |

It acolshes tue oMoe of Canal Superio- |

iinlts coutructs 1o pro- |

contract; LUt IN case the mdaitional cost excesos |

e,

Mr. Sage reported adversely on the bill extend-
ing toe powers ol the Canal Beara concermug
ralirond iralgnts,
llr.“a‘hnuuu. opposed (bis report, but it was

re 0.
Also Invorably on she bill providing for the levy-

OrJIDAry repairs ou wne cansld.
CANAL JUINT INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE

ten per ceut the coutracs must be clused and re- |

Ing of & tax of seven-elgnins of & will for extra- |

The joint Canal luvestigating Cotamities neld (15 |

frst bDusiness mestiDg tols RitCTuVUD Wt tne Au-
ditor’s oiice,

Auditor Fraocis 8, Tharer was the first witness |

sworn. He salu the present system of ordinary
repairs is under the superinienaing sysiem, The
Ayatein Legan Jaonusry 1, 1874 Al the oud repair
contracis expired Decemoer a1, 1815, de sald toe
superintendents MAke Up B0 estinate of woat it
will cosi T Zeep their sections (4 repar lor 1wo
moltas. The edtimate s lor material snd lavor.
‘Toese estituates Are submitied (o tue Cunal Com-
missiouer b charge, who exsmines them and on
their approval they are jorwardea to the
Auditor’s odice. The Auditor then gives iue
Superiglenceat autnority te draw vu the esrimates
and At theend O every swo montas vouchers are
submitted, No account with & superistendent id
ever ciosed Ly getilng the amount of mAteriald
wilch he may have on hand at uny one tinke, save
when there (s 4 CDAnGe Of superiutenaenis 10w
men on the works are employed Ly tue superin-
tenuents. Their compensaiion is Gxed vy the Canal
Vommissiouers, The estimotes wade by the su-
pem;ununum patd odt of the revenue of the
canak

lu suswer 10 8 question 1 he know any objection
10 tho present system the Auditor replied that bhe
thoughit it would be an Improvemeut I tho pay-
ments wele made DY paywnusters snd nos Ly ibe
superintendents.

‘ihe wilness was then interrogated In regard 10
exiraordinary repairs. He sald that 4 great many
Of We beaviest [lema were juseried Ly the Legis-
latare in sue comunitiees of thd whole and oot vy
the casal comittess. NoO extranordinary repair
WOrk call be done save by autnoriey of the Legis-
Istare. Tue Asaitor tbougunt thas the accaracy
aud truthiviness of all work perierued iu coo-
lormity wita consracts was hoown by the Asuisi-
wnt Euginoer alone. The man who makes tha
uriglinnd estimate aDd the Assisiaut Engiueer ors
the only oues KuoOwing Whas work ougit Lo be uf
in dope., Toe Divison Eogloeer awears Lo tue
coupletion of tone Work but Las only u geueral
knowledge of it,  He must rely almost excinsvely
on Lhe wngineer In eharge. The Audltor explaned
tbe manuer (o whieh esiinales were rocoiven aod
the weneys pald 10 ¢ontraciors. Wuaen wmoney
WS aVikIR0i® IT WRe paid, but winen the approprine
tiwy was delicignt Do appropristivng (aténued 1oF
Oiher Work Were iBvided, :iwouiu It may nave
been done lo exXceptional cases.
done duriag the term i office of the preseut In-
cutnbent. When u apeciflc sppropristion had oesu
Wade [or 4 parsioular piece of work and it s nos
foaud sullo.ent, the slouny wdditlonal requirea is
Takon rom b genernl appropriation, The Auditor
dld not Kpow py what dutourity this tronsier of
Iunds wis mace by wie Canal Board; pever neard
O & cose where the work roquired was aone or
less unn the wmount appropriated, Neaily avery
coabractor hos & LLL IOF eXira Work; It 18 paid st
tite funi adjuetment, A0d Goed Not codle o ou (ke
wonthly ostimntos,

Coumsel then sppounced the examination of
Auditer Thayer fulslied with Lbe cxoeptivn ol &
JoW guestiong, e AusWers tw which wounid re-

fulie & seRron of the recoras. He tuereiore wrowe |
| likeiy to suoceed to the prospective vacamey; but

ouL thu inquiiies,
Ihe cutibaibsse adjouroed, to mwest at the  ame
Liié GUG PIACS Lo-mortow AIternoon.

J0inE Qo w TORRLE, WLl iind
L S

primaclly on a suggestion made by Walter P.
Jenney, th2 mining geologiar, already appolnted,

| in and seized a power and who heid It so many

that a8 the rate of progress most be necessaridy |

slow, there wili be time enough to have the topo-
graphy of the country quite acourately deter-
mined and s rellabls map made showing both
the topography and the geology ol the Biack
Jenney therelors ecommended
appolatment of & topojrapher to
take the compass bearings of the more
prominent land omarks, sketck 0 the
geoeral features of the couniry, and, If provided
with tAe Deceasary lnsiruments, to determine toe
bouadary betwesn Wyoming and the reservation.
Commissioner E. P. Smiib. of toe Indian Bureau,
in transmitting tois suggestion says:—'"The im-
portauce of such topograpbieal survey 1s ap-
pareat, and, In order to locate any resuits wiican
may be arrived at oy the geological survey, it 1s
als0 pecessary to obtain the sxact position of this
country because of the question whoioh will arise
48 10 whether 1% 19 1o Dagota, and thus beloags wo
the Sloux, or s m Wyoming and &
purt of the pablic domain, From
best existing inlormation the boundary lne
is supposea to run near tne centre of ths Black
Hills ecuntry.” Finding upop lnqulry that there
Are very lew experis wbo are boin topographers
and sstronomers, and that therefore 18 will proba-
bly be necessary to employ two persons jor the
service Inolcated by Mr. Jenney, Commissioner
#mith prooceeded 10 request authority Lo engage
such service, adding that be was informed tnal
such pardies can probably be procured as o salary

the

| of $125 to $150 per month And NOCCASATY eXponses.
| Becretary Delamo thereupon granted the sathority

| requested.

It is expected inat ine Sloox Uhlers

will be here to negoiiaie for the sale of this re-

servation abont soe ist ol May.

THE MEXICAN AUTHORITIES AND THE KICKAPOO
INDIANS,

Thp Secretary of the Inierior to-day saat 10 Lhe
State Departmeunt cupies of the two reports
recently received irom Special Commlssioner
Arkinson in regard to his negotiations and

the |

arTangementis (o the removal of the Kickapoo |

Inalane from Mexico back to ibe United States,

| Thess oftcial reports, It wiil be rememberad,

exmbit the sxistence of a very strong vppousition

' and the eommission of many overt acis on the

t ad not been |

Tha whaie |

part of the Mexican local suiborities agatnst Lhe
condummalion of the proposed rentoval, aithough

It bas peen formally determined upon by the gen-

eral government of both conmtries. In ransmits

tlug Commissionsr Atklnson's reports Secretary

Deiano subroies 1o the juagment of the Seorsiary

of State the propristy of communicasiag tbe intor.

mation contalnsd 1o them te tue Mexican govern-
meus.

CHANGES IN THE JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT--
RESIGNATION OF ASBISTANT ATTORNEY GEN-
HEAL HILL—~THE APPROACHING KRETINEMENT
OF JUDGE PECK.

The Attorney General has just recsived from Mr,
HUl his formal letier reswgning the ofllee of As.
mstant aAtiorney General. He will retire alter the
adjournment of the present sesslon of whe Su-
preme Court In next May. The Uepartment of
Jusiies has Do Inlormasion concerning the ree
poried Inwention of Judge Loring to resign hia
s0at on o Court of Claims Bench during the next
summer. A vacandy, however, s soon expeoted
on the Bonch of thdt Court by the retirement of
Judgs Peok, wno bas nearly reached his sevens
Heth year, and bas long been incapacitated By
sickness Liom ocoupylng his sest, General Faine,
qf Wisconsio, aud Commissioner Douginss, have
been meationed by sheir respeoctive (riends s

tho queation of & s0ocoRsor o Judye Peck wili not
Be oMaally sancumosd GaMl Yhe Yaemuey shall
guonr.

AOW ARKANSAS WAS  ROBBED.

SIX YEARS OF PLUNDER.

Interesting and Amusing
Incidents.

A RECONSTRUCTION CONSPIRACY.

Lrrrue Roox, March 26, 1575,

The State of Arkansas celebrates to-day 4 great
deliverance. By proclamatsion of Governor Gar- |
land this day 1s kept as one of thanksglving for |
the action of Congre«s which, It 18 hoped and be-
lieved, restored the Scate 1o permanent and
peaceful sell-government. Hers, In the capltal
the day hus been singularly quiet. Banks snd
shops were mostly closed; many pecple wentto
ehurch; there was turcey lor dinner; and thers
were, amoog the older and substantial cliizens,
Dot s few hearifelt words of gratitude !or quiet
and peace, and the bope of prosperity. And that,
8o far as cne could see, was all. The atreela were
not crowded. though the day was as longasa
Jume day with us; 1 heard absolutely no
politieal discussion either ilm sireets or hotels:
Poker Jack's arrival In the moriing did not credte
even o ripple; and ihougn there are probably &
good number of dlsappolnted men among the ad-
berenta of Brooks, it looks here very much as
though both parties were glad 1o see the battie
ended. Indeed, thére 18 no doubt sbout the
matter, for everywhere throaghont the Siate re
ports show that the general settiement Is ao-
cepted ad flnal, and Iodosiry 18 reviving. More
cotton and grain are being pilanted than in pre-
vious years; houses aud fences are belng repaired;
fewer men are idle; thers ls a wotable snd
sudden decrease of street loungers, black
snd white, in Littde Rock, People are going
to work agaln. It 18 creditadle to both
parties that, so far as 1 hear and have
been able 1o observe, there (s no bitterness of teel-
ing, no resentment. The victors are too well
plessed to be anyshing but good-humored, snd the
vanguished take thelr defeat in good part. One
of the most zealous, and, durlog the winter,
ferocions Brooks men, o colored man, sald to me
to-daf, “What we nesd now 18 men and capital;
We Dave peace securcd; we are acne with polities
for s while, and will sil go to work in earnest to
recover our lpsses and make the Stato rich. Glve
us only & good ¢rop this year and wa'll beous of
the wooas."

WHY THEY ARE THANKFUL

The truth is, it was tlme for stsile to end, No-
body of elther party who lhad anytulng, even nis
labor, to lose, could any louger aford It
Here are a few fgures wWhich prove It
Arkonsas has less than 650,000 people. It has
about 120,000 voters, Tnese owed io 1808, when
reconsiruction began in this State, about §3,500,000
#ud bad $310,000 1o cash In their treasury. The
debt was State debt. The counties owed little or
nothing, To-day, after seven years, the Htats
owes at lenst $15,700,000, and most of the counties
nave debta of their own sullicient to mike Lhem
bankrupt. And jor this huge indebtedncss, which
amounts, for State, counties, tuwn ana school dis-
tricts, to probably $20,000,000, the people have
nothing to show, except some mues of railroad, un
which they must pay lor thelr passage wlheoever
they travel. Tuere are no pew pubiic bulldings;
pelther aclence nor the arts have been advanosd;
the old State House looksas diapidaied as when
the reconstruction began, aod has been chaonged In
nothing except naving its door lintels muotilated
that a Brooks cannon might pe sque¢zed into tbhe
hall: the schools are almoat all closed becanse the
school fund was stolen, and Little Rock 18 un-
paved, though the conquerors of 1888 lssued nearly
shinplasters enough 1o bave all the streets hand-
somely paved, and bonds enough bealdes to make
dry crossings at the corners,

The State debs along amoauts to-day to more
than $115 for every voter. BState, county, towo
ahlp and sohool debts, Inclading serip of all kinds,
would probably bring the voiersin debt §175 &
head. And the wuole of this prodigious barden
pas been lald upon an lmpoverished and never
very prosperous peopie in seven years,

HOW IT WaS DONE.

ATEAnsas W4, In 1868, a lempting prize to specn-
lators, It had a trivial debt, a handsome liitio
sum in ¢ash in the Treasury, hardly any raliroads
and & paople singalariy innocent of politieal wilea.
‘Tne young and enterprisiog meu who then flocked

yeoars nad had some experience lo what we call
vpolities' “We showed them some new tricka,”
sald one of them to me; ‘the damnoed fools didn's
know & thing about organization. They Just wens
urogud the State makiog siomp speeches and
thoaght that was polsiea. Bat that thing's
played out.”

Tre new régime [ramed & constitution admir.
ably soited to their ends, of Wulch I sball speak
jurther on. And then they bag:n the real work
of plumcer with an act graoung State aia
bonds 1o rallroads to the extent of 800 miles,
at $15,000 per mile, or $10,000 jor suca roads as
haq also land graola. Under this law ¥71 miles of
road were buut, of which the Fors Smith roaa is
weil bulis and well piaanned for 1u0 miles and L 10
be completed. It has received §1,000,000 of
vonds. The Memphis and Little Rock Company
butit 45 miles and reckived $1.200,000, or §720,000
more than it should nave got. Tne Ouscuita Com- |
pany bullt 28 miles and got $600,000, or $120,000
more than it should bave got. The Arkansas Cen.
tral bulit 85 milea and got $1,8%0,000; ocuder the
Jaw 1t was eniltied 1o but §570,000, This was Sen-
ator Dorsey's road. The Fime Bioff balit 70 miies
and got $1,200,000, or $150,000 more then Ita
share, The whole issue of rallroad Ald bonds
made by the Suate in less than four years Amounts
t0 $5,350,000. Many of the roads werq not needed;
all but the Fort Smitk and the Memphis are uofin.
tshed anod will for some time remain so; $1,110,000
more bonds wers issned thpm even ihese Irag-
ments of roads ware satitled to; the roads were
to pay the interest, but of course did not, and the
Stale now owes the whole sum, aod when it can
must pay the interest as well as the principal.
Citizens of Listle Rook polnt out to a visitor s
pumber of pleasant residences at Lhe ne w or court
end of the straggling town, which, ihey say, were
vailt by she men who bandied these bonds. |

LEVEE BONDA

Kext, in 1871, wers 15%aed §3,005,84¢ In levee
bonds., The law sgthorizing this lasue provided
that no levees should be bulic except on she appl
cation of a majority of wne property holders 1o
pe benefited, and them only 1 a specifed
way, and the land |benefited was heid |
for the payment of interest and principal
of the bonds. Regular anrveys were 10 be made
atd compsteat engiueers wera (0 decide, alter
all, wbetaer tne leves shouid be buut. In prac-
tice, one or two enginecrs and hall a doz+n con-
traotors made a Ring aod Dalis levees wuherever
they pleased : oo lormai petitions were required,
no proper surveys made; logs sod timber, and
evan Nour and bee! Darrals were cramwed (nto the
bank, and mesatime the Leves Commissioner, |
Benjamia Thomas. lssued bonds whensver any-
body whom he Know asked for them, wod actually
kept no books to show Lo Whom, for Whal wWork,
or whnen they ware issued. The fret iresbet
washed most of thesa levess away, and of those that |
stood, many were so misplaced that pianters were
rulbed Uecanse the levoes, intended to keep the
water out, oaly kept it in. Fortusately the con-
tractors and swindlers took sheir pay and plun.
der in bonds; the awindle was t00 gTo#s, and the
poods fell in value til they soid la the market for
#1X or eignt osnis on the dollar, and can now be
bougut for that. The planiers remisted 1o the
pourts the parment of intereat demanded of tnem, |
and so carelessly had the whole work been done
thot the couris have heid them exempt, because ‘

the most simple forms of Iaw bad not been come
pised with, and it is Dellevea that the Leves Ring
falled 1o got rieh by s piunder, but the State |
6wos 00 toese bunda sl 'l
HCRIP OR SHINFLANTERA.

Noxt ‘oame the lssue of scrip, The taxmes and
boodd were nos sneagh |oF Anose mMOBMirons robe
Bt They Demai 1o Lane Btats, cOUALY, WWE |

8n1D and even school serip—notes of hand of these
cOrporations, some Interest besriog. They lssued
State serip at such & rate toat by May, 1874
$3,240,000 of \his stuf n 4 been taken up and de-
stroyed, aud there 18 supposed Lo be §1,000,000 of i

adogt now.
AMUSING MINOR PRAUDR.

But these LIE tbelts Ate mot noarly as amusing
as the smaller cnes. | One Tankersley, Speaker of
the Assembly, for Instuncs, got the people of
Clark counuty to issus $I100,000 1n bonds to the

| Opachita Valley Harlrand, of which he was prese

dent. He jound a broker in New York who offered
him eighly per cent for Lhese bonds, on condition
that he would get a responsible bank to goaratteq
the puyment of the inctereat lor Ove years, Ha
deposited with a bank $30,000, which Was the ioe
teregt for ve veurs at siX per cenr; received al
onee §80,000 for nls bouds, and pocketed §50,000
by this pretty trapsacrion. The town of Camden,
in Ouachita county, subseribed £50,000, which na
also pocketed; and he ran o debt jor the Hitle
work he did on the rallroad, and when ne had got
his mopey ran away humsell to Colorado.

lu 1873 Faulkner county was formed out of frag-
ments of surroundiog counties. This making new
countles was 4 custom of the reconsiructors,
They thus croated new ofMices. The new Faulkner
county had no debt. It had ne publie bulldings,
and has pope yet, except an elght.by-ten Court
House given 1t by & Methodlst choreh. It contains
7,000 people apd hss & property valuaillon of abous
§000,000. Two young Neéw Yorkers, Benton Turnet
and Cbarles Landers, were appolated Sherill and
County Clerk Ly the Goverpor. They coliected
the flrst year about $40,000 o toXxes, and
thls being insuMeclent for their uses they
jssued county scrlp lor  §30,000 more,
Toey collected the taxes Iin greenbacks
and turned them in to depreciated State serlp,
some of which they bought at thircy-five cents on
adollar. They sold offlees, releassd prisoners,
engaged In fraudulent registration, and fnally
they deparied with thelr plunder, and the State
knows them no more.

In Litele Hock the Coliector of Taxes openly
engaged In brokerage, o0k out a federal license
&8 & broker, and then drove a shriving trade with
the citizens when they camme tq pay their laXes.
You must understand that all State and comoty
gerip was receivable at par for taxes. Ifa ciizen
bad to pay $50 for taxes, be might buy #crip at
thirty cents and pay it a¢ par. But the Coliector
bought serip beforenand, woen the market was
low, and made his own bargaln Wwith the
citigan. 1t 13 smid he made his ofice wortl
$100,000 & year. His way was to demand
& molety of the tax, but in greenbucks. For thus
he gave a receipt in full, Then he kept the green-
backs, and turned into the wreasury the serip be
hma Gought up cheaply., This ateoclous form of
swindling became so universal toat | have been told
only one ceunry tax coilector iu the whole State
hes uniormly turned into the ireasury the same
money which be received; and this when the al
lowances ol the as s and col s Were s0
great that in some years it cost twenty per cens
to collect the State revenue,

The reconstruciors were wise in thelr gemeri-
tion. They not ouly robbed st wholesale and res
tall, but they 100K CAre L0 Preserve their own sus
premacy. The constitution of 1568 gave the Gove
ernor the appolntment of almost ali the local offils
cers, even Lo the justices of tne peacs and registrarg
of elections. Toe UGovernor, of course, selected
nle own sdberents, and did not scruple to send
them irom Littie Rock, sumetimes a buodred mijss
away into a strpud® county. 8o luosely was busie
ness conducted that when the new counnty of
Howard was creaved, in 1873, one Hawklns, un

| Niiterate carpenter of Littie Roek, being appolnted

Conuty Clerk, pegun Bis career by huving county
serip printed oefore he even went down to take
up nis office, and issued the first of this serip In
Little Hocs 1n payment fur an ambulance to taKe
his fawily tO Howard eonnty. Sorip of this county
is now worth from ten to Ofteen cents—and nd
wonder.

Again, ja Little Rock the merchants got alarmed
at the over lsage of scrip in 1509, and tool
the plates from which %these shinplastert
waere printed from the Mayor's office and
destroyed them, Buy presently It was dis
covered that no account nad Deen kept by tue
Mayor of the quant.ty printed and lssoeq, and to
this day, thongn $10,000 worih of toe stod had
been redeemed, more comes in, add nO MAU cAld
téll how much remains besind,

There is o swall bridge 1n Eagie townsnip, near
Little Rock, woleh cost to bolid it $600. Juck
Agery, i colored man, was engaged 1o make some
repairs on it. He brougntio a LU jor $900; scrip
was then worth teo osats, and he recelved his pay
in 1t—$000, wulch the ¢ounty musi some day Fee
deem at par,

Sam Mallory, formerly engine driver on the Erie
Ratiroad, became hers 8 ksperal of militia and
State Sepator 1a 1671; was iaier made Commise
sloper to audit old milisis bils, and among the
acconnis aliowed by mim ADd paid was one oF
coffea milis at $17 apiece.

Meantlme taxes rose, until 1o Pulasci county, of
which Littie Roek la & part, they were as five per
cent, And in some connties seven and three-tenths,
Pulaskl ocounty serlp went down to ten cenis,
school warrants were bought at six, and some are
even mow worth no more. Other counties wers
but !ittle bester off, scd the bookkeoping has
been such what It 18 Lmpoasible to tell how much 8
really owed. In Pulaski county even the register
of pooda has boen, bé & padblic advertisement in
to.day's paper says, “lost or stolen,” and tbe
boudholders are now requested %0 come forward
and register their bondas belore the coupons shal
be paid,

To return to the railroads. Where thelr ems
bankments wonid BeTVE ad levees they were alb
lowed lavee boads i1n addition to the ald bondsj
ang, not content with ihis, in one cass twealy
milea Of track baving b2en Jaia oo & road, ac-
cepted and the bonds received, Lbe iron was taken
up and removed to anoiher road, Woere it sufficed
to ouiain from the tressary dnother $300,000 1o
bonds,

Why did mot the peopis turn out thess knaves/
This I will try to eXpiain t0 you |0 my Dext jetied

CHARLES NORDHOFF.

THE ENVOYS AND THE CARDINAL

HOW THE PAPAL MESSENGERS ARR TO BE Nw
TERTADNED —THE CARDINAL'S EQUIPAGE.

The ¢nvoys (rom the Pope to Uaroinal McCloskey
pave now achieved toeir mission. Couot Mares

| fosehl baa given Into the hands of the Cardiosl

the igletto and sucoetfo with wiielh ne was lnoe

| trusted by the Holy Father, and Mgr. Roncett! nas

in proper form told His BEmineccs that the scarle!
berreida |8 walting to be dellvered (o him When b
shall cnoose to receive it. Toe enovours womld
seem to have oo more (o do than ro participate Ia
the celevration of the mass, during wolob Archw
bisttop Bayiey will conler iae Derraiting rosa upos
His Eminence., It has beea anncooced that ibie
would ocour on the 22d inst: bus Fatber Farley,
the secretary to His Emisence, |oformed the
writer yesterday that ciroumutances may ocause
ftadate to be edanged. However long the cere
mony 18 deferred the Papal euvoys will remais
here aotll it s over. Io the meaontime ther wil

| undoubtediy fare very plausantiy, All the weaithy
| Catholies of the city are desirous to eatertalsm
| them, and will spare no efort to make the
| pertod of their stay mm Now York am epoeh

in their lives. They have already received
numercus Invitasions (o private dinuers,
some of which they bave accepted. Yesteruay
MieTnoun tne envoys visited toe home of Majuf
J:udn I:I. l;lmr. dr., wiere they met s selecs puriy
a inner.

During yesterday Cardinal MeCloskey remained
At nome anth woont Dali-paek four o'clock, a%
whoich time the Writer mes him leaving bis resk
denoe alon® to AtIONd tO some businesd, Except,
perbaps, Vo ride inrough wbe Park with the ens
voys, Cardioal MoCloskey will take no aotive
10 the enterlalnmens Dis guesis ourside of b
own house. S

THE CARD RQUIPAGE,

mmnh whieh has been pre for the nsg
of Emineace will be sent Lo Dus stadie u-dim
precede.d by a team of magnificent horsed.

@8 suLmals 18
sdld to be well repaid by Ita ts 10 taew 0TI
and spirit.  They are wiatel
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